Order of Worship
LEETOWN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
March 14, 2010
Fourth Sunday in Lent
One Great Hour of Sharing
With joyful hearts we sincerely welcome you to this service of worship. Let us
approach the throne of grace with openness and love that we may all realize

God'’s presence and power.

* The congregations stands, if able, to praise God!

PRELUDE

As the acolyte brings in the Light of the World, please be in an attitude of prayer
and worship.

INTROIT: “What a Mighty God We Serve” (1 verse) #2021

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP:

Leader: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.

People: For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found
and welcomed home.

Leader: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.

People: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!

Leader: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.

People: AMEN!

*OPENING HYMN: “Great is Thy Faithfulness” #140

OPENING PRAYER:

How incredible is your love, O God! We have been made new in your love
and reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy. Be with us this day as
we hear your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we may serve you
more fully all of our days. AMEN.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Joshua 5: 9-12
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: Pastor Joanna Marceron
EPISTLE LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5: 16-21
GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

*HYMN OF PREPARATION: #348
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”



SERMON: Coming Home Pastor Joanna Marceron

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

Lord, it is interesting that it is easy for us to identify with today’s scripture
about the “Prodigal Son”. Some of us are easily reminded of our own selfishness
and stubbornness when we willfully sought our own way. Others are reminded
about how angry we were when others were not held accountable for their
actions, when we have been so careful not to displease anyone. Still others can
identify with the father who, feeling the loss of his son, welcomes him home
again, reminding the brother that he has always been in the love and care of the
Father. We hear this story and it’s a pleasant memory. But do we really
understand what it is about? Do we know that we have also been stubborn and
selfish, angry and unforgiving, sorrowful and caught between two conflicting
factions? We are no different from these characters, in our own unique way. Yet,
in God’s infinite love, we also are forgiven and healed. We are called to turn our
lives back to God’s care, which is always extended to us. Forgive us and heal us,
gracious God. Open our hearts and our spirits to truly receive the blessings of
your healing love. For it is in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, that we pray.
AMEN.

Once we were “dead” to all the things that God hoped for us; but in God’s love
we are again brought to life. Rejoice, dear ones, you are forgiven! Amen

*HYMN OF THE MONTH: #285
“To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord”

JOYS AND CONCERNS / PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER

TITHES AND OFFERING / DOXOLOGY

*CLOSING HYMN: “Living For Jesus” #2149
*BENEDICTION

Leader: Forgiven and Beloved Ones of God, go now in peace,

People: Sharing with others the Good News of God’s love.

Leader: Help those in need.

People: Give and receive from each other the joy of peace. AMEN.
CHORAL AMEN: #898

T T T T T T
OUR EASTER OUTLOOK

During World War Il, when the Blitz was at its worst in London, theologian
Leslie Weatherhead said there had been no loss of life among the Christians
there. Many Christians had been killed in London, but there was no loss of life.

People who believe in the risen Lord have true life in him, no matter their earthly



trials and circumstances. Because God raised his Son from the dead, Christians

are assured of immortality in Christ. Eternal life is ours, thanks to the empty
tomb.
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